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College of the Desert Seats Trustees &   
Appoints Officers 

 
PALM DESERT, CA—Two candidates who were elected to the Desert Community 
College District, the governing board for College of the Desert, were administered 
the oath of office today. Incumbent Aurora Wilson was sworn in by Board Chair 
Bonnie Stefan, Ed.D and Superintendent/President Joel L. Kinnamon, Ed.D., and 
new member Rubèn AríAztlán Pèrez was sworn in by Riverside County Supervisor V. 
Manuel Pèrez.   

First elected in 2013, Trustee Wilson has shown an unwavering 
commitment to student success—working to successfully create benefits 
and opportunities for students throughout the Coachella Valley. A strong 
community advocate, she serves as the board liaison to the College of 
the Desert Foundation, is a board member for the Joslyn Center and 

other notable community work.  

Trustee Pèrez brings a unique perspective to the Coachella Valley, 
having worked in the California State Capitol, his extensive network has 
allowed him to gain experience in policy-making, political strategy and 
community building. While at UC Davis, he also attended Sacramento 
City College where he learned the importance and true value that 

community colleges have in their local communities.  
 
Each year as part of the December meeting, the Board of Trustees announces the 
organization for the upcoming year and appoints officers. Following is a list of 
appointments and positions the Trustees will hold in 2019.  

Desert Community College District, Board Positions:  
Bonnie Stefan, Ed.D., Chair  
Fred E. Jandt, Ph.D., Vice Chair  
Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton, Clerk  
Aurora Wilson, Member  
Rubèn AríAztlán Pèrez, Member 
 
2019 Assignments:  
Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee, Liaison: Fred E. Jandt, Ph.D 
County Committee, Liaison: Rubèn AríAztlán Pèrez 
Desert Financing Corporation for the New Market Tax Credit, Board of Trustees: 
Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton  
Auxiliary, Liaison: Aurora Wilson  
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Information about the Board of Trustees, meeting schedules, agendas and other 
important information, can be found on the website at 
http://www.collegeofthedesert.edu/community/bot/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
About College of the Desert: 
Established in 1958, College of the Desert, located in Palm Desert, is an accredited 
community college serving eastern Riverside County, California. The College leads the 
region in providing quality, higher education, technical training and lifelong learning 
opportunities, in response to the dynamic needs of our diverse community. The College 
serves more than 17,000 credit students and 1,000 non-credit students each year and is 
the number one source of transfer students to California State University, San Bernardino 
Palm Desert Campus. For more information, visit www.collegeofthedesert.edu. 
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