
College of the Deser t 
A C E S  

Academic Counseling &  Educational Services 
 
The ACES Program at College of the Desert is a counseling program designed to assist you in 
meeting the challenges of graduating from COD and transferring to a four-year university of 
your choice.  The ACES Program is a Student Support Services Program under the U.S. 
Department of EducationÕs TRIO Programs. 
 

ACES Students Benefit From: 
 
A Full Service Center: ACES students have 
access to full -service center which houses a 
smart classroom, a computer lab, study 
areas, and a student lounge. 
 
Counseling: All ACES students are 
assigned to an individual counselor, who 
will assist you to prepare a COD educational 
plan, select appropriate transfer courses, 
apply for financial aid, and develop career 
goals. These individualized counseling 
services are available until you graduate and 
transfer from COD. 

 
Transfer Assistance: ACES students are 
assisted with selecting the appropriate 
courses necessary to transfer to a four-year 
university. Students are also assisted with 
applying for financial aid and scholarships 
so that they may continue their education 
beyond COD. 
 
Cultural Events and College Tours: ACES 
students are offered opportunities to attend 
various local and regional academic and 
cultural events, such as college football 
games, theater performances, museums, and 
college tours. 
 
Priority Registration: Eligible ACES 
students are able to register for classes early 
during Priority One registration. 
 
 
 
 

Workshops: Study Skills and Student 
Development Workshops will help students  
develop and enhance important skills 
allowing students to achieve and successfully 
meet their academic goals.  
 
Free Tutoring:  Free one-on-one and in-house 
tutoring assistance is made available to all 
ACES students in both the ACES Center and 
the Tutoring Center. 
 
Computer Support: A notebook computer and 
scientific calculator loan program is available 
exclusively to ACES students. In addition, 
internet access is readily available in the ACES 
Computer Lab to help students complete 
assignments, search the web, e-mail, and Web 
Advisor. 
 
Student Activity ID Cards:  ACES students 
receive a free Student ID card each semester 
that provides access to campus services and 
great discounts at area businesses. 
 
Study Abroad Opportunity: ACES students can 
apply to the TRiO Summer Abroad Program in 
which students travel to Europe and study with 
peers coming from programs similar to that of 
ACES. 
  
ACES Scholarships: Available to active 
students with exceptional unmet needs. 
 
 
 



 

Size of Family Unit Yearly 
Taxable Income 

1 15,600 
2 21,000 
3 26,400 
4 31,800 
5 37,200 
6 42,600 
7 48,000 
8 53,400 

U.S. Dept. of Human & Health Services,  
February 2008 (Guideline changes annually) 

Eligibility and Selection Cr iter ia 
 
¥ Financial Need:  Applicants must 

meet federally established income 
guidelines (see table below). 

 
¥ First Generation College Student:  

An applicantÕs parents must not 
currently have a bachelorÕs degree. 

 
¥ Academic Need:  An applicantÕs 

COD assessment scores place him/her 
in a developmental English or Math 
course. 

 
¥ Academic Potential:  Current COD 

students must have at least a 2.0 grade 
point average.  New COD students 
must submit a writing sample and a 
copy of their high school transcripts. 

 
¥ Plan to Transfer: Applicants must 

declare a plan to transfer to a four-

year college or university after 
graduation from COD.  

 
¥ Freshman Status:  Applicants who 

have completed less than 30 
transferable course units will be given 
preference for admission into the 
program. 

 
¥ Full-Time Status: Applicants must 

enroll at COD for at least 12 units per 
semester or 24 units per year. 

 
¥ Residency Status: Applicants must be 

a US citizen or a permanent resident 
of the U.S.  

 
¥ Disabled Students:  A limited 

number of disabled student 
applicants, who are not already 
participating in the DSPS program at 
COD, may be eligible to receive 
services without meeting other 
eligibility criteria.

 
Minimum Federal Income requirements for ACES applicants 

 

Your family income must fall at or below the following standards: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Apply 
Submit a completed application, a copy of your high school or COD transcripts, and 
supporting income verification documentation to: 

ACES Program   
(Central Annex #18 across from Math Bldg.) 

College of the Desert, 43-500 Monterey Avenue, Palm Desert, CA  92260  (760)776-7347 

 
ACES Program 

   Application 
 



Students who wish to par t icipate in the ACES program must complete this application, provide supplemental information 
where necessary and answer the questions listed on back.  Potential candidates for  the program will be asked to meet with an 
ACES counselor  pr ior  to f inal acceptance into the program.  The information you provide is strictly confidential. 

 
 

 PERSONAL INFORMATION 
1a:  SOCIAL SECURITY # 1b. STUDENT ID #:         MALE      FEMALE     3.  DATE OF BIRTH: 

 
          /           / 

4.  NAME:  FIRST MIDDLE       
INITIAL: 

LAST: 
 

5. MAILING ADDRESS 
 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

6.  DAYTIME PHONE #: 7.  CELL PHONE #:  

8.  E-MAIL:   9.  EMERGENCY CONTACT:  (Name, Phone, Relationship) 

   

    ELIGIBIL ITY CRITERIA 
 

1. CHECK ONE:  a. U.S. CITIZEN:  ________ b. PERMANENT U.S. RESIDENT: ________ IF PERMANENT RESIDENT:           
                                                                                                                                                   Resident Card #:_____________________ 

 
ANNUAL FAMILY  TAXABLE INCOME:   
(As listed on 1040 Income Tax Form) $ 

NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS LIVING AT HOME:   
(As listed on 1040 Income Tax Form)   

4.  DID YOU APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID?     YES          NO 
 

5.  DID YOU RECEIVE A PELL GRANT?     YES          NO 

6. DOES YOUR FATHER HAVE A:  BACHELORÕS  DEGREE:      YES         NO          YEAR OF GRADUATION: 
 

6a.  DOES YOUR MOTHER HAVE A:   BACHELORÕS DEGREE:      YES        NO          YEAR OF GRADUATION:  
 

ETHNICITY 
 

1.  NATIVE AMERICAN OR ALASKAN NATIVE   _____          2.  ASIAN   _____          3.  BLACK OR AFRICAN-AMERICAN  _____ 
 

4.  HISPANIC     _____          5.  WHITE     _______          6.  NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER     ______   
 

7.  OTHER    
OTHER INFORMATION  

 

1.  COD OBJECTIVE:  A.A. DEGREE ONLY_____          TRANSFER ONLY _____          A.A. & TRANSFER _____ 
MAJOR: MINOR: 

2.  OTHER PROGRAMS THAT YOU ARE PARTICIPATING IN AT COLLEGE OF THE DESERT (check all that apply). 
 

EOPS ___  NOTE:  I f your are in EOPS you cannot be in ACES      CARE___     DSPS____     MESA ___     OTHER  _________ 
 

3.  DO YOU INTEND TO WORK WHILE ATTENDING COD, IF SO, HOW MANY HOURS PER WEEK? _________ 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE REVERSE 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
APPLICATION 

RECEIV ED  DATE:  
ACES APPOINTMENT 

DATE:  
DATE ENTERED 

ACES:  

DATE ENTERED COD:  ACES COUNSELOR:  ACES PRIORITY:  
ACADEMIC LEVEL: 
 

Freshman 
Sophomore 

Date entered in Datatel 
STAL:  COD PRIORITY:  

ELIGIBI LITY:    1:  LI& FG Ð Low Inc./First Gen.     
                           2:  LI Ð Low Income    
                           3:  FG  - First Generation           
                           4:  DL Ð Disabled/ Low-Income   
                           5:  D Ð Disabled 

 
COLLEGE UNITS  
COMPLETED:  ________    CUM GPA:  _________ 
             
CURRENT UNITS:               TRANSFERRABLE UNITS:   

Financial Aid Need: 
 
 

Financial Aid Awarded: Unmet Need: Type: 
 

 
 

ACES Application Personal Questionnaire  
 
Please answer each of the following questions.  You may attach additional sheets if necessary. 



 
 
 
1. What are your educational and career goals? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Tell us about a special circumstance that may have affected your performance in school and how 

you handled it.  (i.e., illness, family problems, discouragement, peers, sports, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why are you interested in becoming a participant in the ACES Program?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By enrolling and participating in the ACES PROGRAM at the College of the Desert, I give my 
permission to the ACES program staff to access my COD records (including those at the Financial 
Aid and Admissions and Records off ices).  By signing below, I verify that the information I have 
submitted on my ACES application is accurate to the best of my knowledge.  I also give the ACES 
program permission to verify the information on my application as necessary. 
 
Student Signature______________________________________ Date_____________________ 
 
 

 
ACES is a federally funded TRiO Student Support Services Program 


