
UC & CSU Application Process 

Wednesday, October 14 

 

Write a Winning Personal  

Statement 

Wednesday, November 4 

 

Selecting a University for Transfer 

Thursday, November 12 

 

Sign-up is required for these 

workshops.  Sign-Up at the  

International Student Office. 

 

College of the Desert will be 

hosting the annual University 

Transfer day on Wednesday, 

October 14.  Representatives 

from 23 universities will be at 

the Hilb Student Center to an-

swer your questions.  This is a 

great time to do some research 

related to your future university 

transfer.  The event will be held 

from 10:00amñ1:00pm in the 

Student Center; there is no cost 

to  

attend. 

University Transfer  

Workshops:  Lisa McFadden 

conducts workshops about uni-

versity transfer for international 

students.  There are changes to 

admission at many universities 

due to the state budget crisis.  

You are encouraged to attend a 

workshop to get the most up to 

date information.  All workshops 

are held in the Student Center 

Meeting Room from 4:00-5:00pm 

unless otherwise indicated. 

 

What is Halloween? 
Halloween is Saturday, October 

31st.  It is a time for witches, 

ghosts, goblins, haunted houses 

and other scary things. 

This tradition began thousands of 

years ago, but has taken on dif-

ferent forms throughout the 

ages. It began as an òend of sum-

meró festival.  The priests would 

offer sacrifices to the sun god 

and god of the dead.  They be-

lieved that the ghosts of the dead 

returned to earth during this 

time and so they lit bonfires and 

wore scary costumes to make 

the ghosts think that they were 

one of them.  This is where the 

idea of costumes on Halloween 

came from. 

In future years, November 1st 

was celebrated as òAll Saintsõ 

Dayó as a day to honor all saints.  

The evening before was known 

as All Hallow Eõen or òholy eve-

ningó which then became short-

ened to Halloween. 

Today, kids of all ages (though 

generally elementary aged kids) 

dress up in costumes on Octo-

ber 31st and walk around their 

neighborhoods to collect candy 

from their neighbors.  They 

knock on the doors and say 

òtrick or treató in the hopes of 

getting something sweet.   

If you are lucky, you may be able 

to see some of the terrific cos-

tumes of the young kids as they 

come searching for candy at your 

door!  You can also join many of 

the events going on in the valley 

during the week of Halloween.  

Please visit http://

palmspringsmetromix.com for 

more information. 

 

 

Have a Happy and Safe  
Halloween! 

University Transfer Day! 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

Nightmare on 

46th Street.  Octo-

ber 29 -31, 6-9pm.  

Indio Community 

Center, 45871 

Clinton Street, 

$5.00.  Enjoy a 

spooky haunted 

house filled with 

creepy creatures 

and scary mon-

sters! 

Visit the following 

website for up-

dated information 

about things to do 

in the Coachella 

Valley:  http://

palmspringsmetro

mix.com  



P A G E  2  

COD will 

participate in the 

Great California 

Shake-Out 

Thursday, October 

15 at 10:15am 

Graduation Evaluation and Intent to Graduate 

The Great California Shake-Out 

On Thursday, October 15 at 

10:15am, California will be 

hosting the Great California 

Shake-Out.  You should have 

already heard about this event 

in your classes.  This event is 

meant to better prepare Cali-

fornians for the potential of an 

earthquake.  At 10:15am, an 

announcement will come over 

the loud speakers at COD 

announcing the beginning of 

the earthquake drill. 

You are encouraged to prac-

tice the following earthquake 

rule: òDrop, Cover, Hold onó. 

DROP  to the ground  

Take COVER  by getting un-

der a sturdy desk or table 

HOLD ON to it until the 

shaking stops 

As you may know, California 

does experience earthquakes.  

This is because the state is 

located along a variety of fault 

lines.  Specifically, the Coa-

chella Valley is located along 

the San Andreas Fault.  There-

fore, earthquake preparation is 

very important to ensure  your 

own safety. 

For more information about 

this, you can visit the following 

website:  www.shakeout.org.  

There is a lot of interesting 

information on this website 

that can help you prepare for 

an earthquake. 

 

(Information printed from 

www.shakeout.org) 

 

 

The first session of the IEA will 

end on October 23.  IEA stu-

dents will have an opportunity 

to say ògoodbyeó to those 

friends that are leaving at our 

end of session activity sched-

uled for 11:15am on the 23rd. 

IEA students will have a vaca-

tion day on Monday, October 

25 and there will be no IEA 

classes on that date. 

The  second 8 week session 

begins on Tuesday, October 

26 .  You will have new stu-

dents joining your class which 

means new opportunities to 

make new friends! 

 

Entering College of the 

Desert:  Remember, IEA stu-

dents must complete 16 weeks 

of study at Level 3 in order to 

be eligible to enter College of 

the Desert.  The only author-

ized vacation period is during 

the holiday break scheduled 

for December 19-January 31. 

completed at least one semes-

ter BEFORE you graduate.  

Those that are planning to 

graduate in May 2009, must 

complete a Graduation Evalua-

tion by October 16.   

 

Intent to Graduate:  The 

Intent to Graduate form must 

be completed early in the se-

mester that you are graduat-

ing.  This is your official re-

quest to ask for a COD di-

ploma and to be included in 

the graduation ceremony.  

What is a Graduation 

Evaluation and Intent to 

Graduate?  These are impor-

tant forms that the college 

requires in order to officially 

recognize your progress to-

wards graduation. 

 

Graduation Evaluation:  

The Graduation Evaluation is 

the official COD record of 

what classes you have taken 

for your specific major AND 

what you still must take to 

graduate.  This form must be 

Those graduating at the end of 

the fall 2009 semester must 

submit an Intent to Graduate 

by November 10.   

 

Where do I submit these 

forms?  Intent to Graduate 

and Graduation Evaluation 

Forms are available at the 

Admissions & Records Office 

and International Student Of-

fice.   

 

Both forms must be turned 

into the Admissions & Records 

N A T I O N  T O  N A T I O N  

IEA Update 

http://www.shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon/


On September 19, the International 

Student Program sponsored a trip for 

our students to Venice Beach.  This 

trip was the first time many of our 

students experienced a California 

beach and everyone had a great time.  

Here are some photos of the day.   

 

Our next activity is the Barbecue 

scheduled for Saturday, October 17.  

Sign up with Josielind by October 15 

so that we make sure to have enough 

food!  

College of the Desert 

43-500 Monterey Avenue 

Palm Desert, CA  92260  USA 

International Student Program Staff 

IMPORTANT  DATES : 

October 16:    Last day to request an  

   Evaluation for Graduation 

   Spring 2010  

 

October 17:   Barbecue Party  

   all international students  

October 23:    IEA only:  End of Session  

October 25:    IEA only:  Holiday  

October 30:   IEA only:  Halloween Party  

November 5:   IEA only:  Bowling  

November 10:   Last day to file an Intent to  

   Graduation for Fall 2009  

November 11:   Holiday ñall students  

November 13:   Karaoke Night  

   all international students  

 

International Student Program  

ActivitiesñVenice Beach Photos 

Nation to Nation is a publication of the International 

Student Program at College of the Desert  


